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With great pleasure and humility, | stand before you today as a newly minted PhD. My name is
Muhammad Bashir Saidu, a doctoral graduate from the Institute of Science and Environment
(ISE) at the University of Saint Joseph (USJ), in a cotutelle scheme with the Universidade
Catdlica Portuguesa (UCP).

This is a momentous occasion, not just for me but for all of us who have worked tirelessly to
reach this point. First, | want to congratulate all the graduates; we have made it!

As we reflect on our academic journey, we can’t help but feel a sense of pride and
accomplishment. We have spent countless hours in the lab, library, and classroom, pushing
ourselves to the limits of our intellectual capacity. We have overcome obstacles, faced
challenges, and emerged stronger and more resilient than ever before.

But we didn’t do this alone. We owe a huge gratitude to our mentors, advisors, and professors
who have guided us with wisdom, patience, and expertise. We owe a debt of gratitude to our
families, friends, and loved ones who have supported us every step of the way. We should be
thankful to ourselves that we have made the right decision to attend one of the best universities
in Macau.

As we move forward into the next phase of our lives, we must remember that our education is
not just a means to an end but a lifelong pursuit of knowledge, discovery, and innovation. We
must use our skills and talents to make a positive impact in Macau and the world, solve the most
pressing problems of our time, and to inspire the next generation of scholars and scientists.

Personally, I believe that knowledge is power, and it is imperative to give back to our society
with my expertise, especially after so many years of training. During my doctoral studies with a
background in Biotechnology, specialising in environmental science and engineering, we
isolated Bacteria from the local environment in Macau that can degrade plastic PET components
and simultaneously synthesise bioplastics. I hope that our research output will continue to
improve and bring positive impacts to the overall development of Macau, as Macau is now my
second home. For instance, if given an opportunity, | can apply my teaching and research skills
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to teach university students and young researchers in Macau. | would also like to apply my
knowledge and skills to benefit the local community through collaboration with the relevant
department and local businesses to work and conduct research on projects related to biopolymer
production and waste transformation and valorisation. My doctoral degree wouldn’t have been a
success without the guidance of Professor David Goncalves (ISE.), Professor Paula Castro and
Professor Irina Moreira (UCP.) Portugal.

At this juncture, on behalf of the graduating class of 2023, | would like to express our gratitude
to the University of Saint Joseph, which offers us high-quality education in various disciplines
and massive support from the government of Macau S.A.R. in tertiary education.

We would like to thank our Rector, Reverend Professor Stephen Morgan, who is leading the
university in new directions and has outstanding achievements in teaching and research

expertise, as well as providing pathways for graduates and current students to achieve very bright
futures.

We would also like to thank all of our professors and academic and administrative staff in the
USJ, for providing us with enormous support during our education journey, as well as our
parents, family members, and close friends who have helped and supported us throughout our
personal development.

Lastly, let us celebrate this moment and look to the future with hope, optimism, and a sense of
purpose. Let us continue to learn, grow, and make a difference in the world. And let us never
forget the lessons we have learned, the friendships we have made, and the memories we have
shared during our time here.

I wish all the graduates a bright future and, to all participants, good health, good wealth and
happiness. Thank you.
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