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Speech by Student Representative, 

Lúcia Lau do Rosário 
 
 
Good morning to all. My name is Lucia.  I am a Graduate from Bachelor in Education from the 
School of Education. I would like to express my appreciation for having me to address on 
behalf of our graduates and share my experience in USJ.  
 
My enrollment in 2018 marked the beginning of a new chapter in my life. The subsequent 
COVID-19, however, upset everyone's regular life. The graduation ceremony, which was 
initially intended to be held in July this year, must be postponed until today.  It turns out that 
when we meet, rather than asking each other, “Did you submit the work before the 
deadline?”  We will exchange questions like “Hey, where do you work? What are the next 
steps in your career?” We've changed a lot in the past several months, not to mention 
throughout the past four years at USJ. 
 
Honestly, thinking back four years ago, I wouldn't have had the guts to enroll in a university 
that adopts English as the teaching language; but I did! We all completed the mission! First 
and foremost, I want to thank all the professors. Looking back, I was undoubtedly a 
"troublesome" student at USJ; I always encountered new issues and needed their assistance. 
However, thanks to the support of each professor, I was able to finish every work successfully. 
As a student of Education, I am now working in the field; I understand how difficult it must be 
for the professor. Nonetheless, because of your presence at university, you are my role model; 
I have learned to be a great teacher and to conduct myself in a model manner as a result of your 
presence. I can still clearly remember what happened during the university admissions 
interview: one of the interviewer's questions was made up four years ago, yet four years later, 
I'm nearing realization. At the same time, I'd like to thank all of the scholarship sponsors who 
not only offer financial support but also encouragement. 
 
I have developed physically, psychologically, and spiritually over my four years of study at 
USJ, and I have been blessed to have you look out for me. I appreciate your partnership as well 
as the support of my professors and the staff at the university. I was raised a Catholic and went 
to a Catholic nursery and a Catholic university. I went to campus during my four years of 
university, I passed the cross at the main entrance whenever I came, but I never paid attention. 
However, in the company of the cross, I received a lot of unobserved support, which gives me 
the strength to continue. For this reason, I would especially like to thank the staff members of 
the school pastoral department and my fellow students. 
 
Dear Education students, do you remember the first lesson plan you created in your first year 
of study? Do you remember the sudden online courses in Year 2, our longing for the internships 
in Year 3, and our anxiety for the future in Year 4? Remember filming homework during the 
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pandemic?  The original, constantly revised lesson plan was for us now. It turned out to be all 
about getting ready for the future. “Time” makes us grow, moments let us settle, and the 
pandemic made us treasure our family even more. 
 
Most importantly, I must give my parents credit for letting me make my own decisions and for 
their unconditional support. 
 
In life, others continue to grade our progress, but if today I ask graduates to grade themselves 
and the total is 100, what grade will you give yourself? 70? 80? I would grade myself 100 
marks. I constantly encounter new challenges as I work toward realizing my dreams, yet with 
everyone's support, hope was born from the withered.  
 
"There is a time for everything and a time for everything happening under heaven," the Bible 
says. Maybe we regret different things, but isn't it an opportunity to refine and grow when we 
think about it? If this graduation ceremony takes place in June, I will send a message to 
everyone to push forward and face the challenges. However, as 2022 approaches, I'd like to 
remind you to remember our intended goals and to take care of ourselves before we can be the 
salt and light of others.  
 
Thank you again for coming; it is an honor to have you by our side at one of the most important 
events of our life!  
 
Finally, I'd like to extend our applause to every graduate here, because we all did it; we are the 
2022 USJ graduates. Thank you very much! May God bless. 
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Speech by Student Representative, 

Kim Espinosa 
 
 
The Chancellor, Reverend Bishop of Macao; 
The Representative of the Liaison Office of the Central People’s Government in the 
Macao S.A.R.;     
Dear Vice-Rectors; 
Distinguished guests. 
Dear Professors, parents and fellow students of USJ. 
 
Good afternoon everyone, I am Kim Espinosa, a bachelor graduate from the Faculty of Arts 
and Humanities in Digital Cinema. It is an honour to represent on behalf of the graduating 
students to express our gratitude to the university and to witness this special moment unfold.  
 
It is truly a privilege to be able to stand here after four years. I think I speak for all students 
when I say: we thank every person who has genuinely supported our journey. From slowly 
learning about our course, to being here today, with an armour of knowledge that we can 
proudly use for a lifetime. This would not have been possible without each and every single 
one of the professors, supervisors and classmates. Thank you also to the university for giving 
us the opportunity to make it possible to reach our dreams and goals. 
 
It is an honour to have been part of the first and one-of-a-kind Digital Cinema course. 
Personally,  speaking I think every year was a challenge, as the year progressed, projects 
became harder which brought out the inner creativity in me. As a filmmaker student, I would 
say the process was definitely not as easy road as other people may think. Making the images 
come alive needs countless hours of preparation and hard work, from imagining to creating and 
lastly to making the picture move. I think we can all relate when I say working on a project 
over and over again and spotting any minor mistakes can easily drain and unmotivate us, but 
as my professor always said during my final project for my last year, “when you feel tired, 
stand up, clear your mind but always come back with a positive mind, attitude and keep going.” 
This may not come off as important or not a very inspiring quote to other people when they 
first hear it but for my classmates and I, this was the reminder that made us not give up on our 
final project and made us complete it. We’re very lucky to have the support system from the 
university, to have professors who believed in us, who kept pushing to chase our dreams, and 
who encouraged us to step out of our comfort zone. We were able to learn with top-notch 
equipment and specially from some of the most talented professors and supervisors from 
different countries, who have taught us everything from pre production to post production. If 
it weren’t for them, we could still have a taking for granted mentality. They pushed us to 
become better filmmakers and prepared us for what we could be facing in the future.  
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I’d also like to thank my parents, siblings and friends who supported me all the way through. 
Friends and talents who took on roles as our actors and crews. We simply cannot express our 
appreciation enough for enduring long days and nights with us in order to help us to get here.  
And to my classmates, getting here wasn’t easy for any of us, so I am genuinely grateful that I 
had you to count on and together we supported each other. 
 
Although it is a happy day for us, we also remember our dear Bonnie, who deserved to be here 
as much as every one of us. She will always be a big part of the 2019-2022 Digital Cinema 
course and she will always be in our hearts.  
 
Lastly, thank you once again for this honour. I wish my fellow graduates success and happiness. 
And to my dear classmates, here’s to our future as filmmakers and/or whatever we achieve to 
be.  
 
Congratulations class of 2022, cheers.  
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