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Speech by Student Representative, 

Iong Kit Yeng 

Good morning! I am Vanessa Iong, a Ph.D. graduate from the Faculty of Business and Law, 

majoring in Government Studies. It is my great honor to attend the ceremony, and even out of 

expectation that I can represent all the graduates from the postgraduate program to express our 

gratitude to the University of Saint Joseph and all the people who have been with us all these 

years. We are blessed to have all of you here to witness this special moment in our life. Thank 

you very much. 

Time flies really too fast that I can never ever imagine. I remember the year 2019. An amazing 

moment happened during a conference meeting on a trip. I, all of a sudden, felt that I was not 

sufficient enough to present myself, even less as a researcher to represent Macao. I got an idea 

that I might have to seek a more profound education, to have better critical thinking skills, and 

to make myself grow. When I returned to Macao, I thought having a Phd. degree may be a 

possible way. So, I applied for the program at this university. I met my greatest supervisor, 

Professor Jenny Lao-Phillips, the Dean of the Faculty. Then I joined this big family! 

Yes, as a Ph.D. student, a robust academic environment was waiting for me! A lot of papers, 

articles, conferences, and tests were waiting for me! Yes, at the beginning of the year 2020, a 

lot of tests were indeed waiting for all of us! I believe this year's graduates passed more tests 

than any past graduate did! All these three years, in order to be here, we passed numerous 

covid-19 nucleic acid tests! 

Yes, 2020 and 2021 were so difficult that the world seemed to be locked down! We had to 

move our classroom to go online. On some dates, the school campus was even closed; we were 

advised not to leave our homes, and we could only meet each other online. We all felt uncertain, 

but we all insisted on doing what we love! The physical lockdown didn’t hinder our passion 

for seeking knowledge! The solid evidence of my claim is that we are all here, we met the 

university's high standards and become the graduates of the year 2022! 

On behalf of the graduates, I would like to express our gratitude to the University of Saint 

Joseph which provides such a good platform for us to achieve further. We extend our special 

thanks to our Rector, Professor Stephen Morgan, who is leading the university to reach new 
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standards in research and teaching expertise. Also, I would like to thank all our professors and 

members here; all of you are so great and professional! Last but not least, a big hand to our 

families, without our family members, we wouldn’t be here! Thank you very much for all your 

unconditional support and guidance!  

In the 21st century, especially in the post-pandemic era, the use of technology becomes a must 

in people’s daily lives. As I am specialized in doing research related to e-government studies 

and human behaviors, I do hope I can make good use of the skills that I have acquired here to 

make contributions to society. Especially to the hard-to-reach groups, the youth and the senior 

people, as mentioned in one of my papers that was recently published in an international 

journal.  

As Steve Jobs once said in a graduation ceremony 17 years ago, his words are really important 

to me and important to all the young people, I would like to take this chance to share with you, 

he said: 

“Your work is going to fill a large part of your life, and the only way to be truly satisfied is to 

do what you believe is great work. And the only way to do great work is to love what you do. 

If you haven’t found it yet, keep looking. Don’t hesitate, don’t settle down so easily. As with 

all matters of the heart, you’ll know when you find it.” 

Work hard, be kind, and amazing things will happen. May success and a smile always be yours. 

Thank you! 
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Speech by Student Representative, 

Chau Chin Fong 

Dear All, 
  
My name is Chou Chin Fong (Elliot). I am a Master's graduate in Social Work from the Faculty 
of Health and Social Sciences. I would like to welcome all guests for taking your time off your 
busy schedule to attend the graduation ceremony. I would like to thank USJ for providing me 
the chance to speak on behalf of my fellow classmates. 
 
It is an honor to be here today for the 2022 USJ Graduation Ceremony and to witness the 
important moments of our recent graduates. My warmest congratulations to all of the graduates! 
Over the past two years, we have encountered the difficulties and hardships of the Covid -19 
pandemic, and now we have completed our studies and entered a new phase of our life. I want 
to express gratitude and respect to all the professors and staff of USJ. Thanks to my family, 
friends and classmates for giving me all the support during my study. 
 
University life for four years felt short and time passed by incredibly fast. In the blink of an 
eye, we went from being new students eager for knowledge to a graduate with the most 
achievements. I think that everyone has treasured memories of the sweet, sour, bitter, and spicy 
sides of university life, and I believe that a few years of university education will become an 
unstoppable force for everyone's future development. 
 
You all seem to be happy after several years of stress and busyness in university, but memories 
and emotions are hard to avoid. We are set to graduate with much emotion facing our alma 
mater. Because of USJ, we have the necessary personality space to develop and the confidence 
to face any hardships, whether in class or during thesis research. Moving forward in our 
education and getting the chance to make a difference while taking lessons from our mistakes 
and setbacks will help us go further and more. 
 
As a Master graduate in Social work, I believe we will have more different and mature opinions 
and power to think in our future path. We are not to be served, but to serve others. As a person 
with a profession in society, I hope that everyone will be better equipped to serve others. I wish 
that all our graduates here will be able to bring out more possibilities for the future development 
of our society. 
 
When we leave the campus while exploring the future, we will have to deal with more 
uncertainties and challenges, and the future road may be more difficult. Still, I hope that 
everyone here can do it without regrets, "There are some things that you will never do in your 
life if you don't do it now."  Since obstacles cannot be avoided, why not fearlessly confront 
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them, rise to the challenge, and take the chance to attempt instead of hoping for luck? All paths 
will not lead to nowhere, and all endeavors will eventually prove worthwhile. 
 
I truly think that we define our own worth, regardless of how society defines success and failure, 
and I sincerely wish that everyone can courageously follow their hearts and develop their own 
comfortable lives.  
 
Finally, I wish you all success and good health, both physically and mentally until we meet 
again.  
 
Thank you very much. 
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