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SPEECH BY DR. CHAN KEI [

Your excellency, Bishop Stephen Lee Bun Sang, the Chancellor of the University of Saint Joseph and

ipso facto the Bishop of Macao.

Your excellency, Professor Keith Morrison, the Vice-Rector of the University of Saint Joseph, who

represents the distinguished Rector Professor Stephen Morgan,
professors and students from University of Saint Joseph,

guests.

First and foremost, I want to extend my sincere gratitude to University of Saint Joseph (USJ) for
bestowing upon me this honorary doctorate in education. I would like to take this opportunity to thank
Colégio Diocesano de Sdo José for offering me a position, so that I could contribute to Macao’s
education over the course of my seventy-two years of service in education, from the time I joined
Colégio Diocesano de Sao José as a teacher in 1949 until my resignation as USJ chancellor last year.
As aresult, I received the Medal of Merit in Education from the Portuguese Macau government in 1993
as well as the Macao SAR government in 2003. Today, USJ has also awarded me an honorary doctorate
in education. This gives me a lot of encouragement, and I intend to keep helping Macao's students in
the future. It is all because of the support and promotion of the Macao SAR government and the
cooperation of private schools that the progress of education in Macao, from a time when students had
to pay full tuition to today's 15 years of free education, could be possible. However, all of these
advancements from the 1970s, when there was no university, to the present, when there are 10
institutions of higher education, including USJ, and from the time when students had to travel to Hong
Kong or even other countries for further study, to the present, when there are more than 30,000 local,
domestic, and international students each year, are the results of the support from the State as well as
the efforts and contributions of the people in Macao. I'm really excited by and proud of the progress

and accomplishments of Macao’s education right now as a member of the sector.

I would like to also take this opportunity to express my hope that the education sector will use modern
teaching technology and teachers' professionalism to work together for the sustainable development of
education in Macao and attain new achievements by keeping pace with the rest of the nation and the

world, while continuing to inherit the past and usher in the future.
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Finally, I'd like to express my gratitude, again, to USJ for bestowing upon me this honorary doctorate

in education. Thank you all!
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