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POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA
IN EDUCATION CEREMONY SPEECH

KEITH MORRISON

Today we celebrate your achievements in obtaining your Postgraduate Diploma in
Education. Congratulations to you. This diploma can open a new door for you to
being a teacher and working in education. This is an honourable profession which
will make considerable demands on you, but one whose potential rewards are
enormous. You are entering the world of shaping the values, morals, interests, and
personalities of young people for life, as they grow up, being a role model for them.
That’s a big challenge. As Ignatius Loyola and Aristotle wrote: “Give me

a child until he is seven, and I will show you the foundations of the man”.
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Here you have the opportunity to make a huge difference to young people as they
grow up. Here you have the opportunity to develop their creative, imaginative
minds and spirits. Can you think back to your own school days? Were you simply
stuffed full of facts that you had to memorise, recite, and apply, or did your school
days inspire you to think differently, to create, to imagine, to express yourself and
your ideas, to be curious, to try out something new or different, to be excited, and
to change from education as reproduction of existing knowledge to education as
production and creation of something new and original. Education is a creative

act. Effective teaching promotes this. That is your task, your responsibility.
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Let me speak to you about blue umbrellas. Why blue umbrellas? No, I haven’t
gone crazy. There’s a point to what I am saying. What are blue umbrellas? Are
they those objects that keep out the rain? Well, of course. Are they a kind of
sunshade? Well, of course. Are they something light that makes them easy to
carry around and give shelter? Of course. Are they something that blows around
in a wind, very troublesome? Of course. So, again, why am I telling you about
blue umbrellas?
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‘Blue umbrellas’ is the title of a poem, by the poet Dennis Enright; it is about
schools, teaching, and education. His blue umbrellas were not real umbrellas at
all; they were something entirely different. When he looked at the big, beautiful
tails of peacocks, opened wide and moving lightly in a small breeze, he imagined
that their tails were like bright, blue umbrellas, open and colourful. He was
thinking imaginatively, and he contrasted this with what happens at school, where
he was taught the word ‘peacock’; that’s what you should really call the blue
umbrella. What a pity; what a loss of imagination at school. He wrote these words

about teachers asking a question:
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‘The thing that makes a blue umbrella with its tail —
how do you call it?” you ask. Poorly and pale

Comes my answer. For all I can call it is peacock.’
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All that school taught him to do was to learn the word ‘peacock’, factually. How

narrow and limited! The poet goes on to write this:
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‘Now that you go to school, you will learn how we call all sorts of things.’
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Facts, facts, facts. Books book books. Dictionaries and textbooks.
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For the teacher, the blue-tailed creatures are merely peacocks, not the fascinating,

captivating, imaginative, beautiful blue umbrellas. The children are taught facts,
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killing imagination, creativity, and delight. The poet makes his point when he

writes these words:
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‘The dictionary is opening, the blue umbrellas close.
Oh our mistaken teachers!’
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My point is this. Here you are. Maybe some of you are already teachers. maybe

some of you are still looking for a teaching job. But my question is this:
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What are you doing to light the fire of imagination, creativity, new ideas, new
ways of looking at things, in your students, exciting them, opening up minds
rather than closing them? Or are you simply the teacher in the poem, passing on
facts? Will you kindle their imagination, give the students room to express
themselves, to try out new things of their own, to explore, to create? Are you firing
them up or killing their spirit, even if they like you and your teaching? Education
is more than facts; it’s more than memorising and repeating; it’s more than being
obedient. It’s about reaching out to new ideas; it’s about opening minds and new
worlds. What are you doing to set them on fire for learning, expressing, reading,
listening to music that has no words, feeling strong emotions, not simply being

crammed full of facts?
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Are you putting your students into a mental cage, hammering them into shape, or
are you promoting their all-round development and imagination? Are you

teaching them to be creative, to be curious, to love learning?
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Congratulations on your success, and I hope you are the latter

Thank you.
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