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Today we celebrate your achievements in obtaining your degrees. Congratulations

to you.
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You have passed an important challenge in your lives, as, in many parts of the
world, having a degree can open the door to a better life. It is increasingly being
used when you apply for a job, and it demonstrates your achievements in terms of
effort, learning knowledge and intellectual, social, and interpersonal skills that can

apply across many fields. That’s quite an achievement. Congratulations.
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But education goes further than this. It’s much more fruitful than this. Here at
USJ, you have had a wider curriculum than you will find at some other
universities. This is deliberate, as USJ recognises that, nowadays, it is important
to have a full, rounded curriculum that sets you up for life, not simply for jobs.
At USJ we have deliberately included modules targeted at developing you as an
all-round person, working on your values, your ethics, your views on life, your
personality, your social interactions, your interests and motivations, what is

important to you and what should be important to you.
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Early on in your programme, you were introduced to the Graduate Attributes. I
wonder if you can remember any of them, now that you are graduates. Let me
remind you. They included intellectual development, critical and creative
thinking, problem solving, personal development, developing curiosity,
teamwork, knowledge, ethics and morals, service to others, research for
improving society, equality, and being a global citizen. This is a huge, formidable

list.
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Here you are, having completed a degree and moving forward your lives. If you
really want to continue to develop yourselves, you must be prepared to keep on
learning, keeping up with lifelong learning — another of USJ’s Graduate

Attributes. Don’t lose sight of that.
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Just because you have finished your degree, you have not finished your education,
as this is a lifelong process that never ends. So, as you move forward in your
lives, ask yourselves, every day: what have I learned today? What have I learned

to do? What have I learned about myself today? What have I learned about social

UNIVERSITY OF SAINT JOSEPH
ESTRADA MARGINAL DA ILHA VERDE, MACAU, CHINA | FERPIEMTE B 14-175%
TEL: +853 8592 5600 | FAX: +853 2872 5517 | WWW.US].EDU.MO



Bk kA
UNIVERSITY OF
SAINT JOSEPH

MACAO
behaviour, about improving my own and other people’s lives? How can I improve
my values, my behaviours, my relationships with people? These go far beyond
getting a job and keeping it. Higher education is not only about training or jobs;
it’s about developing values, people, and societies; it’s about you as a whole

person, not simply a job employee or employer. It’s about life, not simply work.
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You get out of life what you put into it. Make the effort to keep learning, again
and again and again; it’s worth it.
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Hope that you have enjoyed your time at USJ and that you will not lose touch
with the University; join USJ’s Alumni Association and keep contact. Keep

learning and moving forward, wherever you are. Congratulations to you.
AERMEEREBM RN » WHRRIMARARR G EASRIGHE - HiR
REHEMR » HEAGRBZBNE ; MBEIR

Thank you.
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