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Good morning, my name is Thomas Lei, and | am a doctoral graduate from the Institute of Science and
Environment (ISE) at University of Saint Joseph (USJ). It is my great honor to represent the graduating
class of 2021 to express our gratitude to the people who guide us through the challenges in our education.
First, 1 would like to congratulate all the graduates, we have made it! And be thankful to ourselves that
we have made a right decision to attend one of the best universities in Macao.

On behalf of the graduating class of 2021, | would like to express our gratitude to the University of Saint
Joseph that offers us high quality education in science and other disciplines and the huge support from the
government of Macao SAR in tertiary education in Macao. We would like to thank our Rector, Reverend
Professor Stephen Morgan, who is leading the university to new directions and outstanding achievements
in teaching and research expertise, as well as providing pathways for graduates and current students to
achieve very bright futures. We would also like to thank all of our professors, academic and administrative
staff in USJ for providing us enormous support during our journey of education, as well as our parents,
family members, and close friends who help and support us throughout our personal development.

For me personally, | believe that knowledge is power and it is like a dream come true to obtain my doctoral
degree in USJ, which offers me an opportunity to teach and research on the subject that I truly love and
thus have dedicated myself in the past four years. The Institute of Science and Environment (ISE) offers
great environmental science programs which are unique and exclusive amongst the universities in Macao
and | would like to thank ISE and USJ for offering such an excellent program and a platform for my
research during my doctoral studies. More importantly, the pursuit of my doctoral degree would not be
possible without the guidance of Professor David Goncalves, the Dean of the Institute of Science and
Environment (ISE), and Professor Francisco Ferreira, from Universidade Nova de Lisboa, who were the
supervisors of my thesis on “Air Quality Management in Macao — Assessment, Development of an
Operational Forecast, and Future Perspectives”. In the process of my doctoral studies, we have developed
an air quality forecast for Macao in collaboration with the Macao Meteorological and Geophysical Bureau
(SMG), which is an important tool to provide health alerts in ahead of pollution episodes for the local
community in Macao. | hope that our research output will continue to make improvements and bring
positive impacts to the overall development of Macao.
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| was born and raised in Macao and this is my home and the place that I love, and from now on, upon the
completion of my doctoral studies, | hope to have more opportunities to serve the university, tertiary
education, and the local community in Macao and hopefully I am one step closer from achieving my goals
after today’s graduation. I believe it is very important to give back to our society with my expertise,
especially after so many years of training, | feel obligated to continue to serve our local community. One
of my dream jobs from growing up is to join the university and become a professor so | can apply my
teaching and research skills to my future students and also to supervise them with my best efforts if the
opportunities arise in the future. Despite the compact size of Macao, we have lots of young and talented
researchers, and with the necessary training and support, we will be able to excel in our respective fields
of study. These local researchers in Macao can produce high quality research and also be able to achieve
academic greatness.

In addition, I hope to continue having the opportunities to work closely with the local authorities in the
near future. The strong connections between institutions and government agencies are very important for
the development of scientific research. Nevertheless, | am confident that our research team will continue
to come up with innovations and breakthrough in our future research projects. | believe this is only the
beginning of my journey and there is still a lot to be fulfilled in the future, and I am looking forward to
the challenges and opportunities that will arise during the pursuit of my dream. | will continue to stay
humble and be passionate as a person and also as an educator and researcher in the coming years of my
future academic career.

Last of all, I wish all the graduates a bright future and to all participants good health and good luck. Thank
you so much.
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