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Triumph in the face of adversity

I began my speech here last year's by telling those about to graduate how impressed we all were at how
they had coped with the challenges of finishing their degrees under the restrictions imposed by the
pandemic. I don't think a single person there then thought that there was a chance that twelve months later
we would be in much the same position. And yet here we are: a year and a half since Covid-19 struck, you
are graduating. Those of you taking Bachelor degrees today have spent one third of your course - and
arguably the most important third - studying against the background of social distancing in classes, online
teaching, restrictions on travel, vaccinations, separation from families and everything else. For those
taking Master degrees, for many of you it is fully three-quarters of your time at USJ that has been
overshadowed by these things. If last year's graduates were heroes, you are the full Marvel Comic
Superheroes. You deserve our admiration. As we say in my language, "Llongyfarchiadau i chi gyd!"
Congratulations to you all.

Adversity you have face in abundance, but it isn't the presence of adversity that marks out superheroes: it
is the way they cope with that adversity. It would have been easy for you to have buckled under the
pressures, to have given up, to have settled for second best. Nobody would have blamed you. Everybody
would have understood. But that wasn't what you chose to do. When we look at the grades you earned, at
how you have worked over these last months, at your responses to student surveys, what we see is that
you doubled down. You adapted to new methods of teaching and learning, you grasped the opportunities
to take responsibility for your studies and, rather than studying less and relying more upon what your
professors gave you, you studied more, you read more, you did more research and you worked harder. In
short, USJ class of 2021, you demonstrated that you were men and women of character. You are a credit
to yourselves, to your families, to this University.

We read in the Analects that, "The junzi, the exemplary person does not accept being known for petty
talents but accepts receiving great burdens. The petty person does not accept receiving great burdens, but
settles for being known for their petty talents." (Confucius, Analects, 15.34) Your response to the
particular challenges, to the great burdens of this year marks each one of you out as Junzi, as an exemplary
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individual. Indeed, it really is the kind of testing in the face of adversity that shows the character of a
person. When things are easy, when everything is going our way, we are able to sit well within our personal
comfort-zones. In those times we don't need to push ourselves, we don't need to draw on our reserves, our
strength of character. It is in times of difficulty, in the struggle against strong head winds, that our virtues
are forged and tested, developed and perfected. In such circumstances it is easy to become resentful and
yet you have remained - mostly - in good spirits. You have accepted the challenge that the Apostle St
James set before the early Christian community, in the face of the challenges of marginalisation and
persecution that they faced, the challenge to "Count it all a joy, my brothers and sisters, when you meet
trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing." (Jas. 1: 2-4)

Indeed, that is your Rector's prayer, my deepest desire for you today, that the testing you have undergone,
the challenges you have met will make you steadfast in the face of adversity, so that you may become ever
more perfect, ever more complete, lacking in nothing, becoming your very, very best selves. On the
evidence before us today, on the evidence of your performance in your degrees, I have every confidence
that that is exactly what will happen.

We are very proud of those who graduate from our programmes. We know that despite being a small
university, those who pass through USJ receive an absolutely first-class education, and what is more the
employers of Macao know it too. Every week, once or twice a week, I meet employers who tell me that
USJ graduates are different from other graduates in Macao. They are more creative and innovative; they
are adaptable and collaborative; they are problem solvers, and they are almost always ready to engage
positively with constructive criticism and become better employees. These qualities lie behind the raw
data that tells us that our graduates have amongst the highest graduate employability in Macao, and this
should give you all huge confidence in yourselves.

Of course, this doesn't need only your input. It is the result of a team effort involving you, your friends,
your families - many of whom have made great sacrifices to get you this day. And it required the effort of
the team at USJ. I want to talk a little bit about that team now.

When I became Rector, just over a year ago, I knew I was being asked to lead a very capable group of
academic, administrative and support staff. I had no real idea though, at least not beyond the confines of
my own faculty, just what an impressive and committed group of people makes up the staff of USJ. I know
now. [ know now that the diverse team of researchers, teachers, administrators and support staff that goes
to make up USJ is of rare quality. They too have had to cope with the challenges of the pandemic, many
of them separated from their families, learning and adapting to new ways of working, new ways of living.
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To recognise this, this year I instituted a system of Rector's Commendations to recognise exceptional
commitment and performance in the departments and faculties of the University. Last month, I gave a
lunch for the twelve winners of those commendations and today, at the end of the ceremony, I will be
awarding two of those individuals - one from the administration and support staff and one from the
academic staff - the Rector's Award. They don't know who they are yet, but [ want you to know that they
are only two out of over 150 people in the USJ team that strives day in day out to ensure that those who,
like you, chose to come to this University receive quite simply the best education available.

I have spoken perhaps too long, and we really should get on with the main business of the morning -
granting you your well-earned degrees. I do, however, want to say one very last thing to you. Just as the
depth of character of an individual is proved and shown in steadfastness, fortitude and forbearance in the
face of adversity, so the quality of that character and its capacity to transform the world in the lives of
those with which it comes into contact is demonstrated in other virtues - in personal integrity and kindness,
in gentleness and mercy, in faithfulness and patience, in gratitude and thankfulness: in short, the quality
of your character is shown in love. You have received much love to get you here today. As your Rector, I
lay upon you this one last obligation on behalf of USJ: to return love for love, to return love for indifference,
to return love for hatred, to return love in all that you do. May our great patron St Joseph, the foster-father
of the Lord, intercede for you all with his Divine Son, that you may be people who transform society with
the skills and virtues you have developed, learned and perfected at USJ but above all else to transform it
with love.

HiH
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