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You are all heroes. Every single one of you. Your determination, come what may, to commence, continue
and carry-through to completion your studies for your Post Graduate Diploma in Education is proof of a
triumph of the virtue of fortitude over temptations to choose simpler, easier paths - and you've done it
against the backdrop of the continuing pandemic restrictions. Society, Macao, China needs men and
women with your commitment to be the teachers of this and forthcoming generations, to shape in a very
particular way the minds and characters of those children you will teach.

In your time at USJ you will have been formed as teachers against a very specific view of the human
person, one in which every child is held to be of inalienable sacred value and in which the whole child is
understood as the proper subject of education. You will have been imbued with the craft of teaching that
takes as fundamental that your job, in assisting the parents of the children in your classrooms, is to enable
those children to grow and develop into their very best selves, to bring about genuine human flourishing,
genuine human happiness, to allow them to be the people God created them to be, that they may have life
and have it in all its fullness.

You may have been taught - or knew already - that the word "educate” comes from the Latin verb "duco,
ducere, duxi, ductus” - to lead - and from the preposition "ex™" meaning "out of". The proper disposition
of the teacher, then, is to understand that your role is not simply one of imparting knowledge, of
indoctrination (from the Latin "to teach into™), pouring facts and principles into an empty vessel: no! No,
not at all: it is, rather, your calling, your vocation, to lead out, to draw out of those committed to you the
appetite for learning, the taste for wisdom.

In the year that | was born - 1965, in case you were wondering, - one of the greatest movies of all time
was released. It was based on a play written by the great playwright and screenwriter, Robert Bolt, amongst
whose credits were Lawrence of Arabia, Doctor Zhivago and The Mission. The film that appeared in 1965
- and which won Bolt his second 'Oscar’ - was A Man for All Seasons. It is a strange film to win such
acclaim. It is about the life of Thomas More, an English Lawyer of the 16th century, who was put to death
for his opposition to King Henry V111, and especially to the King's divorce and remarriage, for his defence
of the Catholic faith and for liberty of conscience. It is a film that bears watching time and again and is
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full of so many quotable lines, that rarely does a day go by when I am not reminded of the film. But it one
exchange in the film that is of especial relevance to you today.

One of the characters in the film is a very ambitious young man called Richard Rich - he too was a real
character - who wants Thomas More, at that time a hugely influential lawyer, judge and public figure, to
find him a lucrative job that will enable him to become wealthy, influential, powerful. He begs Thomas
More to push him forward for a position in the King's court. More looks at him with eyes full of pity for
the young man's foolish ambition and says to him: "Why not be a teacher? You'd be a fine teacher; perhaps
a great one." Rich replies, "If 1 was, who would know it?" "You;" More says, "You; your pupils; your
friends; God. Not a bad public, that.”

You will all be fine teachers, | am sure, perhaps some amongst you will be great teachers and you will
know it, your pupils will know it, as will your friends and your families and, | hope, us here at USJ. God
Himself will know. No, not a bad public that, not a bad audience for your heroic choice to be teachers.

Congratulations, once again. We are proud of you - more proud than words can express - bit more than
proud, we are grateful to you for your generous response to the question St Thomas More puts to you as
he put it to Richard Rich, "Why not be a teacher?" Through the prayers of St Thomas More, may God
abundantly bless you and help you to be a credit to yourself, to your families and friends, a blessing to
your students, as you grow to become fine teachers, perhaps even great ones.
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