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Dear Staff and Students,
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The virus crisis is placing a strain on everyone. Many of us have family, friends and
colleagues in re-gions where the pandemic has been active or is now spreading. To add to
our worries, there is now the knock-on effect on the economy and the sharp downturn in
the financial markets. This is a state of affairs that breeds distress and anxiety, always
difficult to manage on our own. Caring for one an-other is important. It nurtures hope at the
heart of our human condition. In some cases, however, it may not be enough. For those
who would like more professional help, we remind you that US)’s counselling services are
freely available. ’
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As we enter the 7th week of preventive measures against the COVID 19 virus, the DSES has
set the earliest possible date for return to classroom work and has published a five-page
document with detailed guidelines on how to proceed. The date and guidelines were drawn
up after a very frank discussion with the leaders of Macao’s higher education institutions
(HEIs), chaired by the Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture, Ms Ao leong U, and they allow
each higher education institution a great deal of flexibility in managing the return to
classroom mode.
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e STUDENTS, please note — THIS DOES NOT MEAN CLASSROOM WORK WILL BE RESTARTING
FOR EVERYONE AT USIJ. The return to work on campus will be gradual, and only for some
modules. You will be contacted directly by your teacher, coordinator or dean if returning to
classroom work includes one or more of the modules you are taking.
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® TEACHERS, please note — WE CONSIDER THE RETURN TO CLASSROOM MODE A FALL-BACK
SOLUTION. Given the complex logistic implications of returning to classroom mode while
general re-strictions are still in force, it must be discussed with your Coordinator, endorsed
by your Dean and approved by the Registrar.
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e ALL OF US (STAFF AND STUDENTS), PLEASE NOTE — USJ TAKES EXTREMELY SERIOUSLY THE
TRAVEL RE-STRICTIONS LAID DOWN AND PERIODICALLY UPDATED BY THE MACAO SAR
GOVERNMENT. Any of us who travel outside Macao will not be allowed to enter the campus
and take part in classroom work until we have fully complied with government
requirements. If you have travelled re-cently or need to travel urgently, please inform your
superior (teacher, coordinator, dean, head of office). The information will be forwarded to
and collated by the Rector’s Office.
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Below are some of the points that Deans, Coordinators and teachers should consider, when
ponder-ing whether, how and when to return to classroom teaching.
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1. The 1st of April is the earliest date for returning to regular classroom mode.
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2. In scheduling classroom work from that day onward, the following should take
priority:
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a. Classes with students who are ending their programmes should be scheduled so that
they can complete their studies before the end of the current academic year; -
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b. Classes that involve mainly students who have been living in Macao, without
interruption, since before the preventive measures were introduced;
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C. Modules that call for hands-on activities, such as laboratory work, studio-based
courses and courses requiring software or equipment available only on campus;
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d. Internships and assessments that require face-to-face meetings.
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3. The fact that classroom work may start does not mean that it should or must start:
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a. Modules that are being successfully run online may and probably should continue
online, to avoid the many logistical issues mentioned in (4). It may well be more convenient
to limit classroom work to tests and final exams, if required.
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b. In the case of visiting academics, it is preferable to organise their modules online
until the end of the semester, and provide local classroom support where necessary, if tests,
exams or other classroom activities are required.
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c. Modules that are still to start and for which classroom presence does not meet the
criteria set out in (2.c and 2.d), will be assumed to be in online mode, unless a request to do
otherwise has been submitted and approved.
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4. To restart classroom work, USJ must be in a position to certify that DSES guidelines
have been followed for every module. Conditions on campus, therefore, need to be
carefully assessed with the Coordinator and a written request, endorsed by the Dean, must
be submitted to the Registrar for approval. Some of the required conditions are:
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a. Each time, students and staff enter the campus they must present the official

Personal Health Declaration, attesting that they have not been outside Macao or visited
listed countries or territories for the last 14 days.
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b. Until further notice, face masks shall be used in all teaching and learning activities on
campus.
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c. Classrooms or other working spaces should be accessed by a limited number of
students at any one time. Participants must be at least 1m apart. This may re-quire splitting
larger classes into two or more groups.
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d. All must be aware, and written instructions easily available, of how to proceed if a
participant feels unwell or shows worrying symptoms.
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We are proud of the amazing team spirit with which you have all faced these challenging
two months. Teaching and learning in online mode have been surprisingly successful. We
have developed skills, worked harder and got to know one another better, when the
opposite could so easily have been the case.
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Module by module, unit by unit, we have been collecting information about this powerful
learning experience. It is already providing food for thought at all levels. The ideas, expertise
and procedures we have been developing on and off-line over the past two months will
serve USJ well in the years to come.
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Take care. Keep safe!
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Fr Peter Stilwell
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On behalf of USJ’s Executive Council
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